
J. Salfia AP Lang Summer Reading Assignment 

 

Dear Future Student,  

Hello!  And thank you for electing to take one of the most challenging and rewarding courses you 

will ever take.  I look forward to getting to know you and working with you next year.  Advanced 

Placement Language and Composition is a class that will require many things of you.  You not 

only will have to do more reading and writing than you’ve probably ever done, but you will have 

to know stuff.  Stuff about the world. Stuff about politics.  Stuff about current events.  Stuff 

about historical events.  The more “stuff” you know, the more successful you will be in creating 

effective arguments. Knowing about our world, our communities, and our selves it the only way 

to create really good, authentic writing.   

So this summer, your assignment is to begin your quest for knowledge, your acquisition of 

“knowing stuff,” with our own state and region.   

How much do you know about West Virginia?  It’s history?  The region of Appalachia?  So often, 

the conversation and the rhetoric around West Virginia is negative.  The rhetoric associated with 

our state is based on a single story the world has of it.  But this single story is incomplete.  There 

is so much more to our state than caricatures created by the Beverly Hillbillies and the Dukes of 

Hazzard.  Did you know that one of the oldest ballet companies in the United States is in 

Charleston, WV? Did you know there are communities of African-American poets who write 

about this place that call themselves the “Affrilachian” poets?  Did you know we have a West 

Virginia Poet Laureate (and you will get to meet him next fall)?  Did you know there are places 

in this state so breath-takingly beautiful that when you see them your eyes will fill with tears?  

I believe that to be great writers, we have to know who were are, where we come from, and our 

place in the world.  Place is where we will begin our study of rhetoric:  looking at the language, 

literature, stereotypes, and conversations in and about our state.  I want you spend your summer 

learning about West Virginia and Appalachia, and exploring our state as well (either digitally or 

physically).  Your summer assignments will involve a lot of choice, but will by unified by a 

central idea:  Appalachian Studies.  Our intro to rhetoric will be taught through this lens in 

September, and some of you may have a chance to attend and present with me at the National 

Appalachian Studies Conference in March.  But more importantly, these assignments will teach 

you more about the world, and (hopefully) lead you to feel differently about this place that we 

call home.   

Have a lovely summer.  I look forward to seeing you in August, and in the meantime, if you have 

any questions or concerns, feel free to call me, tweet me or email me at: 

jsalfia@k12.wv.us, (304) 669-3530, @jessica_salfia 

 

Learn some stuff, but don’t forget to have some fun, too. 

 

Sincerely,  

Mrs. Salfia 

 

 

mailto:jsalfia@k12.wv.us


All Summer Assignments will be due the FIRST WEEK of School. 

Disclaimer on reading, videos, and podcasts assigned in this class: 

You’re not in Kansas anymore… 

You have elected to take a college level English course.  Therefore, you will be assigned a curriculum similar to that 

assigned in an English 101 class.  You will encounter both literature and videos that may contain some adult 

content and adult language.  If I assign a work that does contain some profanity or adult situations, it is because the 

merit of the work or ideas presented in the work are important to our curriculum and preparing you for the AP 

Exam, English 12, college and beyond.  In order for you to obtain college credit for this class, it must be a college 

level course.   

I will be happy to answer any questions or address any concerns you may have with assigned texts or videos.  But 

remember, this is a course you have elected to take. 

Assignment 1: 

Read Thank You for Arguing, Revised and Updated Edition: What Aristotle, Lincoln, and Homer Simpson 

Can Teach Us About the Art of Persuasion by Jay Heinricks (2013) 

https://www.amazon.com/Thank-You-Arguing-Revised-

Updated/dp/0385347758/ref=pd_lpo_sbs_14_t_0?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=J9BDB0VDE0MC6M

MQ55QD 

This book will be your introduction to our study of rhetoric, argument, and persuasion.  Make sure you 

buy a copy and feel free to mark it up!  You need to read it before school starts in August, and we will be 

referring to this text throughout August, September, and October. 

There will be an assessment on your reading of this text during the first weeks of school (50 points), and 

we will have a skype session with Mr. Heinricks on September 1, 2017.  

Assignment 2:  Wiley Cash, The Shepherd University Appalachian Writer in Residence 

Wiley Cash will be Shepherd University’s Appalachian Heritage Writer in Residence next fall.  

We will be visiting with him at Martinsburg High (your first field trip!!), and he will be talking 

about his work and being a writer. 

1.  Visit his website and click around.  Read about him and his work here: 

http://www.wileycash.com/ 

 

1. Choose either novel by Wiley Cash: 

 This Dark Road to Mercy 

 A Land More Kind than Home (**next year’s WV One Book) 

 

2. Prepare a list of 20 Socratic Seminar questions or discussion topics regarding whichever 

Cash novel you chose to read, and 5 questions about the novel for Wiley Cash himself.  

 

Have these 5 items typed and ready to hand in the first week of school. (25 points) 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Thank-You-Arguing-Revised-Updated/dp/0385347758/ref=pd_lpo_sbs_14_t_0?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=J9BDB0VDE0MC6MMQ55QD
https://www.amazon.com/Thank-You-Arguing-Revised-Updated/dp/0385347758/ref=pd_lpo_sbs_14_t_0?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=J9BDB0VDE0MC6MMQ55QD
https://www.amazon.com/Thank-You-Arguing-Revised-Updated/dp/0385347758/ref=pd_lpo_sbs_14_t_0?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=J9BDB0VDE0MC6MMQ55QD
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Assignment 3:  Inside Appalachia Podcast   

from the website:  Inside Appalachia tells the stories of our people, and how they live today. Host Jessica 

Lilly leads us on an audio tour of our rich history, our food, our music and our culture. 

Over the course of the summer, listen to 8 episodes of Inside Appalachia.   

1.  Access the podcasts.  You can find them at ANY the following locations: 

 http://wvpublic.org/programs/inside-appalachia 

 On your iPhone look for this app:   

 Open it and search “Inside Appalachia” (it’s free).  Download and listen. 

 

 Download a free podcast app to your smartphone and search “Inside Appalachia”.  

Download and listen. 

 

2.  Once you’ve decided how you’re going to listen to the podcasts, make time to listen.  There are 

MANY episodes and they range from 25 minutes to over an hour an episode.  

 

For each episode, complete the following mini-analysis on a sheet of paper.  Each analysis must be 

typed in font no bigger than 12 and double-spaced.  .  

1. Title of Show 

2. Date show aired 

3. Primary Speakers (person presenting viewpoints or arguments) 

4. Tone of speaker(s) 

5. Topics discussed on show. 

6. Arguments presented and how the arguments were supported (facts, interviews, video, 

etc.) 

 

3. After listening to 8 shows and completing your mini-analysis for each show, write a 1 page (typed) 

reflection about what these shows has taught you about a) being an informed human/student, b) 

presenting editorial (opinion) commentary effectively, and c) West Virginia and Appalachia.  

Staple this to your 5 mini-analyses and hand in the first week of school when Summer Work is 

due.  (50 points) 

 

 

 

 

http://wvpublic.org/programs/inside-appalachia


Assignment 4:  #Adventure in #Appalachia 

Summer is about resting, recharging, and of course, having an adventure.  So for Assignment 4, I 

want to you to have an adventure!  

(This was the idea of my pal, Liz Matheny who teaches AP Lang in Maryland.  Her students did a variation of this 

over spring break last year.  You can see their #APLangAdventure(s) by searching that hashtag on Twitter.) 

But here’s the catch: I want you to have one in Appalachia.  I want you to 

discover/experience/enjoy something in our state or region.   

Some examples of possible “adventures” you can have in your own backyard: 

 visiting a park 

 taking a hike 

 going to a museum 

 sitting under a tree to read a good book 

 learning something new/trying a new activity 

 cooking dinner for your family 

 going to a concert 

 going canoeing, camping, fishing… etc. 

 visiting a historical site in WV or Appalachia 

 going to a family reunion 

 going to one of West Virginia’s many fairs, festivals, or craft shows 

Then, after the adventure show me “evidence” of the adventure!  (25 points) 

Choose any of the following options for completing this assignment: 

1. If you have social media, you can tweet pictures of your adventure at me 

(@jessica_salfia) and use #AdventureInAppalachia. 

2. You can email me pictures of your #AdventureInAppalachia at jsalfia@k12.wv.us. 

3. You can make a poster about your adventure and bring it to class the first week of 

school. 

***The following #Adventure(s)InAppalachia are NOT required, but will earn you 10 bonus 

points on this assignment and some mad respect from me: 

 Visit the WV Mine Wars Museum:  http://www.wvminewars.com/ 

 Visit Blackwater Falls State Park 

 Visit Seneca Rocks 

 Visit The Palace of Gold in Moundsville 

 Visit Helvia, WV 

 Visit the grave of Devil Anse Hatfield 

 Visit Dolly Sods 

 Visit New River Gorge 

 Visit the Pipestem Folklife Center, and tell the director Roger May you are one of my students and get him 

to snap a selfie with you.  (Roger is also the director of the Looking at Appalachia Project 

(http://lookingatappalachia.org/) and will be guest speaking in your class next fall.)  

https://www.folklifecenter.org/home 

 

Have fun, and have a Great Summer! 
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